
RESOLUTION NUMBER 127  

HONORING JANICE DRAKE 

WHEREAS, it has come to our attention that Ms. Janice Drake is being honored by the Tower Grove 

Community Development Corporation with the dedication of their building at 2337 South Kingshighway 

Boulevard in her name; and 

WHEREAS, Janice has over forty years of service to South St. Louis City neighborhoods. She was on the 

board of the 8th Ward Democrats for twenty years, including as president for eight. She was on the Board of 

Directors as both Vice President and Treasurer of the Southwest Garden Housing Corporation for the final four 

years before it merged into Tower Grove CDC and was a founding member of the Southwest Garden 

Neighborhood Association and served on the beautification committee. She famously fought the Missouri 

Botanical Garden working closely with her neighbors and the City and the Cultural Resources Office to prevent 

the purchase and leveling of buildings and homes for a parking lot on the North Side of the Garden entry; and 

WHEREAS, Janice has been Board President for TGCDC for the past seven years and was a founding board 

member.  She is a member of the Areawide and Wedge real estate development committees, Fundraising 

Committee, and Governance committee, assisted with landscaping efforts including financially supporting the 

landscaping and maintenance at 3867 Shaw Blvd. At Tower Grove CDC, Janice helped the organization 

increase their budget from $350,000 2014 to $1.2M in 2022 and increased assets from $990,000 to $6M, buying 

25+ buildings including multiple renovations for rentals at 50% of Area Median Income and renovating dozens 

of affordable single family homes; and 

WHEREAS, in leadership at the TGCDC, Janice supported concentrated geography developments on the 3600 

and 3700 blocks of Bamberger in Tower Grove South, resulting in a 71% decrease in calls for service. Janice 

championed Arch by HomeScreen to connect Not for Profit clients and their case managers to housing 

opportunities for people who would not meet the traditionally accepted background check guidelines and now 

over seventy not-for-profits are currently utilizing this tool; and 

WHEREAS, Janice and her brother Floyd Wright were integral to the success and survival of the Southwest 

Garden Neighborhood and multifamily housing. Janice carried on the tradition started by her brother of hosting 

year-long landlord and rehabber training programs supported by the City of St. Louis to support quality housing 

and responsible property ownership; and  

WHEREAS, Janice worked closely with BMO Harris Bank to ensure a donation of this office building, which 

was considered excess property and at risk of demolition. The gift required that the building must be used for 

not for profit work in perpetuity.  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St. Louis that we pause in 

our deliberations to thank Janice Drake for her service to Tower Grove CDC, the Southwest Garden 

Neighborhood, and the region, and we congratulate her in the dedication of this office building in her name as 

an ongoing symbol of her dedication to her volunteerism and her work to improve our area. We further direct 

the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to 

prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to her at a time and place deemed 

appropriate by the Sponsor. 

Introduced this 28th  day of October, 2022 by:  

The Honorable Annie Rice, Alderwoman 8th  Ward 

The Honorable Megan Green, Alderwoman 15th Ward 

 

 

 



Adopted this 28th day of October, 2022 as attested by:  

 

 

__________________________      __________________________  

Terry Kennedy        Joseph Vollmer 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen       President, Board of Aldermen 

 


